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✔ Linux is a free open-source operating 
system based on Unix, an OS originally 
developed in the 70s.

 Linux is an alternative to the Windows 
operative system.

 Linux was originally created by Linus 
Torvalds, a student at the University of 
Helsinki in Finland.
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From:From: torvalds@klaava.Helsinki.FI (Linus Benedict 
Torvalds) NewsgroupsNewsgroups: comp.os.minix
Subject:Subject: What would you like to see most in minix?
Summary:Summary: small poll for my new operating system
Message-ID:Message-ID:
Date:Date: 25 Aug 91 20:57:08 GMT
Organization:Organization: University of Helsinki
Body:Body: 
Hello everybody out there using minix -
I'm doing a (free) operating system (just a hobby, won't 
be big and professional like gnu) for 386(486) AT clones. 
 This has been brewing since april, and is starting to get 
ready.  I'd like any feedback on things people like/dislike 
in minix, as my OS resembles it somewhat (same 
physical layout of the file-system (due to practical 
reasons) among other things).
I've currently ported bash(1.08) and gcc(1.40), and 
things seem to work.
This implies that I'll get something practical within a few 
months, and I'd like to know what features most people 
would want.  Any suggestions are welcome, but I won't 
promise I'll implement them :-)  

                          Linus (torvalds@kruuna.helsinki.fi)
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 The kernel is the essential center of a 
computer operating system, the core that 
provides basic services for all other parts of 
the operating system.

 The kernel is a mediator between the 
hardware and the software.

 Version 1.0 of the Linux Kernel was 
released in 1994.
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 In 1976 Bill Gates wrote that quality 
software can only be made of copyrights. 

 Softwares were no longer released for free 
by communities of programmers, but turned 
into commercial products.

 Richard Stallman, working as hacker at 
MIT, disagreed about it, left its job and 
started the GNU project.
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 An american computer science 
activist, the founder father of the 
free software movement. 

 While working in the Artificial 
Intelligence Laboratory at MIT, the 
issue of modifing the code to let a 
printer work properly came out.

 Offended by the selfish attitude of 
those programmers that wanted to 
keep the source code to 
themselves, Stallman decided to 
create the Free Software 
Foundation.
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 The GNU project was conceived by 
Richard Stallman in 1983 to make a free 
open source OS inspired by Unix.

 In six years they released most parts of the 
OS except the kernel, that was developed by 
Linus Torvalds.

 In order to prevent firms from taking the 
code for commercial purpose, Stallman and 
his friends created the GPL licence.
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 Linux is licensed under the GNU General 
Public Licence.

 The GPL ensures that the software source 
code will always be available to anyone. 

 You can study, modify, improve and 
redistribute the code to make derivate 
software, as long as you propagate the GPL 
freedoms to any further recipients of the
software.
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 The Linux OS is open-source (the code is 
available to anyone) and free (as in 
“freedom,” not “free beer”) software within the 
computing Industry.

 You can even sell “free” software, as long as 
you relay the same software freedom.

 Most open source softwares are actually 
costless.
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Open source is a trademark (TM)

 A trademark  a distinctive sign or indicator 
used by an individual, business organization, 
or other legal entity to identify that the 
products or services to consumers with which 
the trademark appears originate from a 
unique source, and to distinguish its products 
or services from those of other entities.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sign_%28semiotics%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Business_organizations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juristic_person
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_%28economics_and_accounting%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Service_%28economics%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consumer
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 Linux is developed and maintained  
worldwide by team of volunteer and paid 
programmers working together by Internet.

 Corporations (such as IBM, Hewlett-
Packard, Novell, Oracle) have embraced 
Linux and support its ongoing development.

 Individual copyrights and trademarks allow 
companies, such as Red Hat and Novell, to 
release commercial software.
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  An open-source project is 
generally led by leaders, known 
as the project’s benevolent 
dictator.

 The benevolent dictator has 
probably spent more time than 
anyone else on a particular 
problem and often has some 
unique insight.

 Linus Torvalds is still 
considered the benevolent 
dictator of the Linux kernel
(the operating system’s core). 
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 Linux is highly customizablecustomizable.. You can build 
a system exactly fitting your needs and 
preferences.

Linux is reliable. Many Linux systems are 
reported to be running for years without 
needing a shutdown.

Linux is secure. Viruses, trojans and 
spyware attacks windows-based systems,yet 
are harmless to Linux.
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✔ Multiuser, multitasking, multiplatform, 
interoperable, Scalage, Portable, Flexible, 
Stable, Efficient, Free...Linux OS is great!

✔Linux OS can be used to make a desktop 
(home and office), server or firewall system. 

Linux OS can also be incorporated directly 
into microchips in a process called 
"embedding".
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✔ A way to save money and pollute less with 
computers.

✔ hardware saved from the trash and 
successfully reused

✔ the practice of saving money or helping 
whoever needs a computer but can’t afford 
one. 
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✔ A distribution is an OS built on top of the 
linux kernel.

✔ It includes a collection of software 
applications such as word processors, 
spreadsheets, media players, and database 
applications.  

 Distros are conceived for Desktop, Server, 
Streaming, Firewall, Media applications...
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✔ Tux is the official 
mascot of Linux 
(Torvalds UniX).

✔ Linus has a great 
community support and 
a lot of choice.

✔ Communities carry on 
projects for free.
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✔To  help the user in easily accessing, 
configuring, and modifying operating system 
features.

✔ A desktop environment typically consists of 
icons, windows, toolbars, folders, wallpapers 
and desktop widgets.

✔ Apple introduced a desktop environment on 
an affordable personal computer during the 
early 1980s.
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✔ GNU Network Object Model 
Environment: user-friendly 
desktop environment that 
enables users to easily use and 
configure their computer.

✔ ideal choice for anyone who 
needs to use Linux for the most 
basic tasks like web browsing, 
watching videos and listening to 
music. 
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✔ Kool Desktop 
Enviroment

✔  Developed in 1996 
by Matthias Ettrich

✔KDE offers a much 
more richer set of 
applications and 
features.
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✔ OFFICE:OpenOffice.org, Koffice, gOffice
✔ BROWSER: Firefox, Mozilla, Epiphany, 
Konqueror ...
✔ MAIL CLIENT:Thunderbird, Evolution, 
kMail, Sylpheed ...
✔ CHAT: Pidgin, aMsn, Kopete, Mercury, ...
✔ GRAPHICS: GIMP, Blender (3D) ...
✔ WEB EDITOR:Bluefish, NVU
✔ NOTEPAD: kWrite, Gedit, Scite, Emacs..
✔ Audio: Amarok, Rhythmbox, Mplayer, 
Banshee



 24

✔ Commercially-backed   distros, such as 
Fedora (Red Hat), openSUSE (Novell), 
Ubuntu (Canonical Ltd.), and Mandriva Linux 
(Mandriva).

✔ Community-driven distros, such as Debian 
and Gentoo.

✔ Wide variety of forms: desktop, server, 
laptop, netbook, Mobile Phone, Tablet, 
embedded, booting (minimal enviroment).
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Check my blog:

Http://lauraliparulo.altervista.org

Also available on:
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